
Genesis 32-36—Recreated and Reconciled

• Intro:
• Grew up thinking this was the gospel—Jesus Christ died on the cross to save me from MY 

sin.
• This definitely a CRITICAL PART of the gospel but it isn’t all of it.
• The gospel encompasses ALL of life…EVERY aspect of us…EVERY relationship!
• NO SACRED-SECULAR DIVIDE
• NO PERSONAL-RELATIONAL DIVIDE—WE ARE INTERCONNECTED BEINGS!

• The Gospel Recreates Us—Genesis 35:1-15
• Recreation is God’s work

• God speaks new identity—just as God speaks and creation happens, God speaks and 
RECREATION happens.
• What God says of you is the most important and true part of you!
• Regardless of “who you’ve always been” or “what you’ve always done”—God’s word of 

salvation and new identity over IS the most defining word over you!
• Re-creation is COMPLETE work

• Just as the renaming of Abraham signified the completely new beginning that was his life, 
his blessing, etc, so the renaming of Jacob to Israel symbolizes and ENTIRELY new man 
in the making.

• He has a new blessing…he will be in a new home…he has a new name.
• Jacob = Heel grabber/deceiver
• Israel = 

• Examples of Name Change Symbolizing Re-Creation/Transformation:
• Abraham—Genesis 17—God enters covenant with Abram and he becomes Abraham, the 

father of the faith!
• Peter—John 1:42—he went from “God has heard” to “ROCK”—even though he would still 

be a helpless wreck, his name change signified the future God had in store for him!
• Paul—Acts 9; 13—it is less clear that God changed his name but what we do see is him 

being referred to as Saul exclusively from Acts 13 onward.
• Re-Creation is PAINFUL work

• As Jacob wrestled with God, God was giving him a picture of his life—a life filled with 
wrestling with man and with God. God was wrestling away from Jacob the very sin issue 
that had plagued his entire life.

• Our re-creation doesn’t come easily either—God must break and kill the sin and idolatry in 
us in order to remake us.
• Tozer—the Lord cannot fully bless a man until he has first conquered him…it was to 

save Jacob from deceptive hope that God confronted him that night on the bank of the 
river. To save him from self trust it was necessary for God to conquer him, to wrest 
control away from him.

• The Gospel Reconciles Us—Genesis 33
• It is no coincidence that the story of Jacob’s recreation and the story of his reconciliation are 

put immediately side by side!
• Genesis 32:22-32—The identity of the man with whom Jacob wrestles should cause us to 

see the connection of Jacob’s struggle between God and man. 
• It is a reminder that our relationships with God and man are synchronized. Reconciliation 

with God enables and empowers reconciliation with others.



• Our vertical relationship with God and our horizontal relationships with others run in direct 
connection to each other. As one relationship disintegrates so does the other!

• This is why, when these relational dynamics get out of kilter we are either:
• Miserable—Faking It—Dead on the Inside

• Matthew 5:23-24—So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First, be 
reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift.

• The Antithesis—The Defiling of Dinah—Genesis 34
• DE-CREATION AND RELATIONAL DISINTEGRATION

• Dinah is raped by Shechem and then her brothers commit mass murder in the name of 
“justice”.

• This is utter depravity…darkness
• God is not mentioned in this passage but he is NOT absent!

• This narrative is a microcosm of the reality that the Christian faith makes us exiles and 
immigrants on this planet. 
• We are embodying and declaring a message and a Savior amidst a world that is NOT as it 

should be.
• This narrative reminds us that the world is broken and it is re-creation and reconciliation in 

the gospel that is the HOPE of the world!

• We now declare and display both re-creation and reconciliation—Genesis 35:11
• 2 Cor 5:17-19—Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 

away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to 
himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the 
world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the 
message of reconciliation.
• New Creation
• Reconciliation

• Re-Creation and Reconciliation is not something that merely happens TO us but something 
that happens THROUGH us.


