
The Gospel in the Rainbow—Genesis 5-9

• Intro:
• Notice how drastically and fast things have changed here—from VERY GOOD to Sin to 

GREAT AND COMPREHENSIVE wickedness!
• Because of sin, multiplication has increased WICKEDNESS rather than WORSHIP.

• In this DRASTIC devolving of society we ought to see is a snapshot of our own hearts and 
morality apart from Jesus.
• If left to our own devices, we will invent idols and invent means by which to worship other 

gods rather than the true God.
• Jeremiah 17:9—The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who can 

understand it?
• Genesis 6:11-12—all flesh had corrupted their way on earth

• The Story of Noah is a Horror Story…A Story of Judgment
• Story of God’s hand of judgment coming down on ALL creation for sin.
• This is not a cute story for nursery rhymes and stuffed animals.
• There were dead bodies (people and animals) floating in the water.

• Imagine Katrina on a global scale; the tsunami on a global scale.
• People you would say were “basically good” got swept away and died gasping for air.

• Hear the fresh warning from the story—Judgment is Coming
• We like to say, “what morons who didn’t listen and get on the boat…I would surely have 

gotten on.”
• The people that didn’t get on were normal people—living normal lives, working hard at their 

jobs, raising kids, and then BAM…judgment falls.
• Matthew 24—Jesus says this is the same way it will be in the end—everybody just living 

life and then BAM.
• Just like global warming or environmental issues, etc don’t keep us up at night—sadly, 

neither does the idea of judgment.
• Embrace the Faith of Noah. (6:8-10)

• Noah was a righteous man…but Noah was a sinner (see drunkenness in Chapter 9).
• But, Hebrews tells us his FAITH set him apart. Because of his faith, God would save his 

one family through the ark and then bring a new creation out of judgment.
• Preach the Message of Noah

• 2 Peter 2:5—If he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of 
righteousness…
• Noah was a herald of righteousness
• Noah heard God’s warning of coming judgment and chose to heed his warning rather than 

harden his heart to it. He cannot but share the news of coming judgement as he sees its 
potential destruction.

• We must do the same—do we really believe in death? Hell? Judgement?
• Water = Judgment throughout Scripture (Pharaoh’s army, Jonah, Noah)

• 1 Peter 3:20-21—Baptism is the anti-type of the flood—in baptism we are buried under 
God’s wrath in Christ and then raised in Christ’s resurrection out of wrath and judgment 
into life.
• Our Ark was drowned in the flood of God’s wrath as he suffered, gasping for breath 

outside the city of Jerusalem—3 days later our Ark arose victorious over death.
• The story of Noah tells of the danger of coming judgement and the beauty of available 

rescue!



• John 3:16—God sent his only son that whoever believes in him WILL NOT PERISH but 
have everlasting life!

• Enjoy 3 Great Relationships:
• With the Earth—A downward Relationship (9:13)

• Psalm 19:1-2—the heavens declare the glory of God, and they sky above proclaims his 
handiwork.

• Psalm 96:11-12—Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and al 
that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it! Then shall all the trees of the forest sing 
for joy.

• The OT leaves rustle with the rumor of a coming redemption and the NT leaves rustle with 
the news of a one day returning King!

• Keller—when human souls have become as perfect in voluntary obedience as inanimate 
creation is in theirs, then we will put on real glory!

• Romans 8:18-23—READ
• With the People of the Earth—An Outward Relationship (9:4-5, 12)

• v.4-5—building into this new race a HIGH value of ALL life and dignity of human life.
• This about more than governmental policies regarding capital punishment—it is about the 

sanctity of life!
• The Imago Dei, not someone’s usefulness, is the basis of their worth and value!
• Social justice that pleases the Lord is social justice motivated by the gospel of grace.

• Justice minus the gospel ends up being working for SELF rather than GOD.
• “If I do this, I’ll feel good about myself, people will see me, God will see my works and 

bless me and take me to heaven.”
• This is not service based upon how valuable the people are or how valuable God is but 

out of an effort to gain some kind of reward or advantage for ourselves.
• With the God of the Earth—An Upward Relationship (9:8-9, 16-17)

• God steps back into this new creation with this new family and does so with a covenant.
• God is a personal, intimate, relational God—he is not a distant and detached 

egomaniac!
• GRACE—after the flood that was brought about by the COMPLETE wickedness of man, 

God initiates the relationship with mankind!
• The sign of this covenant = The Rainbow

• What does a sign do?
• It represents and points to a deeper meaning and reality.

• The gospel in the Rainbow:
• Before the beauty of a rainbow is the darkness of a storm.

• The backdrop of a rainbow is a storm and the backdrop of grace is the storm of sin.
• Through the darkness of storm clouds emerges the beauty of the rainbow.

• Built in the rainbow is a regular reminder of God’s promise of grace.
• As a sign, the rainbow is meant to be a regular reminder of God’s gracious promise to 

NEVER again destroy the earth.
• Bow = A War Bow—God made the sign of his promise of grace be a war bow

• In this he is pronouncing the end of condemnation and wrath for his people.
• Worship Jesus as the secret of Grace 

• If you are like me, you see all the rampant wickedness that caused the flood and you 
see the immediate sin that follows the flood and you say, how can we be so sure? How 
can God make a promise like this?



• How we can be sure is because God points the bow back at himself! Imagine you get 
this promise in the sign of a war bow and then it is pointed downward at you—you 
would live in constant fear—maybe something is going to happen and God will just 
wipe us al away.

• But God didn’t do that…instead, he pointed his war bow back at himself…he aimed his 
wrath ELSEWHERE.

• The bow of God’s promise exists right at the junction between the storm and the sun.
• JESUS, THE BOW OF GOD’S GRACE STANDS RIGHT IN THE JUNCTION 

BETWEEN WRATH AND GRACE—MAKING A WAY FOR US.
• JESUS ENTERED THE STORM OF GOD’S WRATH SO THAT ALL WE WOULD 

KNOW IS THE SUN OF GOD’S FAVOR!
• JESUS DRAWS US TO THE REALIZATION THAT WE WILL EITHER RECOGNIZE 

THE STORM OF SIN IN THIS LIFE AND HIDE IN GOD’S GRACE IN JESUS OR WE 
WILL FACE GOD’S FULL JUDGMENT.


