
Genesis 1:1-2:3—A Kingdom Created

• Intro
• Context

• Ancient Near East—not 21st Century America
• Purposes

• Connect the Israelites conception of the god of their Fathers to the Creator of the universe.
• Ensure they knew that YHWH alone created all things.
• Foreshadow the gospel.
• NOT A SCIENCE TEXTBOOK

• Overview:
• A Preface to the Story of Redemption

• Does anybody read books? If you do read books, when is the last time you read the 
preface?
• We love to just skip the preface and go straight to the first chapter but the PREFACE is 

critical.
• Background info….Info about the Author…What gave rise to the writing of the book…

What is the book about.
• The OT is the Preface to the NT…the Pentateuch is the Preface to the OT…and 

Genesis 1 is the Preface to the Pentateuch!!
• That is what we are going to see in this preface today!

• A Creation POEM
• “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” = the exclamation of God’s 

creative act out of nothing.
• CREATE = BARA = CREATION OF SOMETHING NEW!
• Contrast with what we see the rest of the way as “made”, “let there be” = forming, 

fashioning and filling.
• “the heavens and the earth” = merism meaning EVERYTHING

• Day 1-3—God CREATES Spaces
• Days 4-6—God FILLS Spaces
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• Question: Are these days 6 literal 24-hour days?
• As stated, that is a very western and 20-21st century question that literally would never 

have entered the first readers’ minds. But, it is a real question for us.
• My answer—I do NOT believe these are literal 24-hour days and here is why:

• On the 7th day, in Genesis 2:2, the same word, “yom” is used but never ends (there is 
no evening and morning that day).

• In 2:4, when Moses gives a summary of Chapter 1 and all that happened, he again uses 
“yom” in a way that cannot mean 24-hour days in context.
• He would not have used “yom” over and over again to mean 24-hour days and then 

abruptly change without notice or reason in 2:2 and 2:4



• The process described in 2:5-6 before God made man makes 24-hour days unfeasible—
the plants had not sprung up because God had not caused it to rain.

• Overarching Reality—do I believe it is 6 literal days? No. Could it have been? Yes!! If you 
have a view of creation or of God that believes anything less, your view of God is too 
small!

• Behold the Glory of God (1:1)
• Central

• God is the FIRST subject of the Bible. The Bible is about God, the world is about God.
• Because God is the source and center of all things—he deserves and demands our 

worship.
• Romans 11:36—For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen.
• Self-Existent

• He stands before Creation. He is the FIRST CAUSE of all things.
• God, whose essence is LIFE, is Him who brought life out of nothing!
• The fact of knowing we CAME FROM something helps us know who we are and we are 

going—if we simply arose out of inorganic/inanimate substances and slime then we will 
find the value and joy of life SAPPED from us!

• Unbeliever/Skeptic—why is it easier for you to believe in eternal matter than an eternal 
being?

• Self-Sufficient
• There was NO NEED that drove God to create—it was simply the overflow of his pleasure 

and will.
• He wasn’t lonely—He didn’t need more worship
• We like to think of our worth, spiritually, in what we can DO FOR God—that is prideful 

and vain and foolish and will lead us to exhaustion and despair. Rather, our value is 
GIVEN TO US by God as he creates us in his image and saves us in his Son.

• He does not need helpers
• God is not a loving but weak grandfather searching around looking for someone to help 

him and worship him.
• God is the self-sufficient Lord of all Creation
• God does not incur anxiety in regard to opinion polls or surveys or pop culture.

• God knew a fullness of love and life BEFORE creation
• God did not create because of chaos or conflict or emptiness but from FULNESS!

• Eternal
• Psalm 90:2—Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth 

and the world, from everlasting to everlasting you are God.
• He is Unchanging

• His character and nature are trustworthy
• He is Inescapable

• We MUST reckon with him—he will not die, change his mind
• This is GOD’S UNIVERSE—AND WE MUST FACE HIM!

• Biblical Authors Spoke of Creation in Terms of Worship and Wonder and We Should Too
• Rev. 4:11—You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for 

you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being.
• Application:

• What will you do with this glory?
• 100 billion galaxies each with at least 100 billion stars.



• Andromeda = galaxy closest to us (Milky Way) and it is 2 million light years away!
• Earth revolves around the sun @ 67,000 miles/hr and rotates @ 1,000 miles/hr
• The Earth’s sun puts off 4 million tons of energy/second and, over an 11 year 

observation period, varied less than .1 of 1%.
• Oceans on earth = 3.4% salt….Human bloodstream = 3.4% salt
• Several 100 million brain cells doing 1 trillion computations/second
• 2-10 million red blood cells created every couple seconds
• Cells—all the BILLIONS of them in your body have 6ft of DNA coiled in them.

• All your DNA were stretched out = 80 billion miles (earth-sun-back 400 times)
• Atoms = in 1 drop of water—would take EVERY human counting 1 atom/second for 

20K years.
• Believer—this text and truths are meant to cause us to worship, not quarrel about tertiary 

scientific questions.
• Unbeliever—what you are looking for, you will find. If you want to be cynical, skeptical 

and pessimistic, you could respond that way. Or, you could see here the grandeur and 
glory of the Creator God!

• What power and might and glory is on display here as God simply speaks and brings ALL 
things into existence!

• Reflect the Character of God (1:26-28)
• Up to this point EVERYTHING we have seen has been either purely spiritual (God) or purely 

physical (creation). Now we have man and woman who are a complete FUSION!
• In the apex of creation, God makes man (body and spirit) to be his representative on the 

earth—to manage the earth and image him to all creation.
• God created man as his regent on earth…to bring every part of his nature and character 

that we can to bear and to view in creation—holiness, justice, love, mercy, righteousness, 
etc.

• Too often we distort rather than reflect God’s character and usurp rather than represent 
God’s authority.

• Experience the Re-Creation of God (John 1:1-5; 2 Cor. 4:6)
• Jesus is the Word of God spoken to Re-Create Humanity

• John 1:1-5—In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and 
without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
• 2 Corinthians 4:6—For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness”, has shone in our 

hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
• Jesus, the Word, now brings spiritual light and life out of spiritual darkness and death.

• In Creation the Father stands ready to create; the Spirit hovers over the deep ready to 
apply the Fathers work; the Word of God moves forward to accomplish the Father’s work.

• In Re-Creation God the Father stands ready to Re-Create; the Spirit of God stands ready 
to apply the work of Re-Creation to our hearts; Jesus, the Word of God, comes as the 
means of Re-Creation.

• Jesus is the new, eternal and better King come to redeem and restore all things!
• Ephesians 1:20-23—Jesus is seated at the right hand of the Father in glory
• Matthew 28:18—all authority
• Revelation 21:1—then I saw a new heaven and a new earth.

• When Jesus comes again he will bring the Kingdom to bear in fullness and perfection!



• Conclusion
• Behold His Glory

• May we not see and behold all that is before us and run away from God in pride and folly. 
But may we see amidst this grandeur, a God who graciously makes himself available to us 
in His Son.

• Reflect His Character
• May we be those who realize that all of life matters. All of life is drenched in and defined by 

the Divine. May we own and steward well our days and our moments for the sake of 
imaging our Creator and God well to the watching world around us.

• Experience his Re-Creation
• Ultimately, may we be those who run in faith to the Truer and Better King to which Genesis 

1 points us—King Jesus!


