
1 John 5:6-11—The Most Important Question in the Universe

• Intro:
• Had the friend—tells ALL the details about the story before getting to what really matters
• Had the friend—beats all around the bushes before getting down to asking the question
• There are some interesting parts to this text and some tricky pieces to it.
• CRITICAL PIECE—IT IS ASKING THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION OF THE 

UNIVERSE—HOW DO I HAVE ETERNAL LIFE?
• Main Point:

• God Almighty has testified that the only way to experience eternal life is through faith in his 
Son, Jesus Christ.

• Nature of this Testimony (v.6-10)
• The Witness of Christ’s Baptism (v.6)

• At Jesus’ baptism, the Spirit descends on the Son and the Father declared him to be his 
beloved Son.
• Matthew 3:16-17—And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the 

water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven 
said, This i say beloved Son, which whom I am well pleased.”

• This is the START of his work on earth.
• The Witness of Christ’s Crucifixion (v.6)

• This is Jesus completing his work on earth.
• Jesus no more belongs in the baptism of repentance than he does on the cross of sinners

—both are means by which he identified with the sinners he came to save!
• The Witness of the Holy Spirit (6b)

• Primary characteristic of the Spirit to TESTIFY.
• Testifying is just as central to the Spirit as the COMING was for Jesus.

• Testifying is something PEOPLE do, not forces or ideas, etc.
• The Holy Spirit is a person who exalts Jesus by testifying that he IS who he says he is.

• This is the internal witness that affirms the external and objective witnesses of Christ’s 
baptism and crucifixion.
• v.10—whoever believes in the Son of God has the testimony in himself.

• The Spirit is SEALING in our hearts the testimony of Christ’s baptism and death.
• Ultimately: The Witness of the Father (v.9)

• Ultimately, these other 3 witnesses are leading us into the great reality that it is ultimately 
God who is bearing witness.

• Crazy—we often think of witnessing/testifying for God but here we see HIM testifying to 
US.

• These other 3 witnesses exist because God has given them as witnesses to testify to his 
Son.

• Because this testimony is God’s, we ought to receive it and believe it humbly!
• Results of this Testimony (v.11-12)

• Faith
• v.12—Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not 

have life.
• Key in on this idea of “having the Son”—What does it mean to “have” the Son?

• You have a car. You have a cold. You have a job.



• When you have something, it does its thing for you—a car transports you, a cold makes 
your throat hurt and nose run and a job provides for your needs and gives you work to 
do with your hands.

• So, if you HAVE the Son, then the Son does his thing for you
• He pardons, justifies, sanctifies, ultimately glorifies, he transforms us…on and on and 

on.
• Believer—Ponder this…meditate on all christ promises to do and be for you!
• Unbeliever—I encourage you to spend time reading John, Romans and Ephesians and 

just see all that God offers to his people in Jesus!
• Life

• This is how John sums up what we get in Jesus—we get life.
• John 10:10—I came that they might have life and have it abundantly.

• Conclusion
• Hear and receive the testimony of God in humble faith!


