
Prayer: Awe and Intimacy—

• Intro:
• Nothing will make us avoid eye contact and shuffle our feet like being asked about our 

prayer life! 
Let’s be honest—engaging and cultivating a prayer life is the “eating vegetable” side of the 
Christian life. We know it is healthy and we need it but something about it is scary and keeps 
us at a distance. 

• We say that the Gospel = RELATIONSHIP NOT RELIGION
• Prayer is one of the great reminders to us of this truth! 

• 2 Ways We Approach God In Prayer:
• Intimacy (v.9)—we approach God with this type of bold audacity and childlike faith because 

of who he is as a Father who has welcomed us as sons and daughters.
• GOD IS FATHER
• This is the distinguishing mark of Christianity—God has revealed himself as a gracious 

father.
• Not a tyrant to appease—Not a policeman to negotiate mercy from—A Father

• Try to just grasp God’s Father-Heart for you. The lengths he went to rescue you. The cost 
he paid to make you his. What kind of love it must be that he has for us!! That changes the 
way we talk to him!

• Awe (v.10)—we approach God this way because of how transcendent, powerful and 
majestic he is.
• GOD IS SOVEREIGN
• At first it might seem that the reality of God’s sovereignty pushes us away from a life of 

prayer rather than propelling us into it.
• “If God already knows all that will happen, why pray?”
• Why Pray?—God has ordained that his purposes come to pass through the means of 

prayer.
• Exodus 32—Moses Comes Down and Israel is Worshipping a Golden Calf

• What is interesting here is that God tells Moses to go down the mountain. He knows 
what the people are doing and he wants Moses to see it and then pray and prevent 
him from wiping them off the planet.

• God is ordaining that, through prayer, his purposes are brought to bear in the here and 
now!

• God’s Sovereignty should remind us of our powerlessness and drive us to prayer:
• Prayer is the language of humility—Prayerlessness is the language of self-reliance and 

pride!
• Prayerlessness, in a subtle way, is an evidence of idolatry! Either we are are our own 

Savior or someone/something else around us is!
• How Do We Pray:

• In Boldness (Hebrews 4:16)
• Hebrews 4:16—Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may 

receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
• We have a boldness that is based on the full and final work of Christ for us.

• Ephesians 3:11-12—This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, in whom we have boldness and access with confidence through 
our faith in him.

• In Faith (James 1:5-6)



• James 1:5-6—If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all 
without reproach and it will be given him. But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the 
one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by the wind.

• Faith is not just a positive emotion that optimistically hopes that God is going to hear and 
answer according to our desires if we just believe hard enough.

• Faith is a sure response to what God reveals—and God’s revelation happens according to 
his word.

• In Constancy (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
• 1 Thessalonians 5:17—pray without ceasing
• Romans 12:12—be constant in prayer
• Ephesians 6:18—pray at all times.
• Like all things, God does not want to be relegated to a section of our lives or to a certain 

time perameter in our day. He desires to a part of all of us and for prayer to pervade all of 
our life.

• In Accordance with Scripture (John 14:13-14; 1 John 5:14)
• John 14:13-14—Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be 

glorified in the Son. If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
• 1 John 5:14—And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything 

according to his will he hears us.
• This is where we can locate full confidence in praying faith-filled prayers.
• The prayers that are heard by heaven are the ones that start in Heaven!
• The more grounded our prayers are in the revealed Word of God, the more boldness and 

confidence we can have in praying them!
• A Process for Prayer:

• See—Perceive—Remember—Petition
• See—the situation or problem
• Perceive—the situation or problem through eyes of faith in light of the Word of God.
• Remember—God’s promises as they pertain to the situation at hand.
• Petition—the Father in the midst of the situation in faith that he hears and will respond.

• A Gospel Foundation in Prayer:
• v.9-13—remember that this is JESUS who is commanding us to pray this way!

• We have to be careful that we pray in light of all that is true as a result of the gospel.
• We have access to the perfectly righteous Father because of the righteousness given to us 

in Christ’s death and resurrection!
• We have unshakeable confidence to approach God as Father because of the certainty of 

Christ’s position at his right hand advocating for us!
• We pray for God’s forgiveness based on the work of Christ for us.
• We pray audacious prayers of faith for the salvation of those around us and for the kingdom 

to come on earth as it is in heaven because Jesus really did live and really did die and really 
did rise from the dead and really is coming again!


