
Command 1: Repent and Believe the Gospel—Mark 1:14-15; Luke 19:1-10

• “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and 
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the 
gospel.’”

• Intro:
• Imagine that you go tell your child, “please go clean your room.” They go in their room, close 

the door and stay in there a while. Later, they come out and you go in to inspect the job only 
to find the clutter and mess unchanged. You say, “what have you been doing?” They say, 
“well, I went in the room and memorized what you told me; see, ‘please go clean your room.” 
I even memorized that line in Greek and read a few books on cleaning rooms.’” 

• That seems ridiculous to us. Yet, this is the sad state of many of our relationships with Jesus 
and the way that we function in our relationship with the Lord.

• What is discipleship?
• When you hear the word “discipleship”, what comes to your mind?

• Super Christian. Knowing tons of facts. Understanding deep theology?
• Discipleship:

• Following Jesus in a personal, dependent, obedient RELATIONSHIP.
• ALL of the Bible’s uses of the word DISCIPLE are in the context of RELATIONSHIP 

with Jesus, not some sort of spiritual achievement.
• Dallas Willard—“discipleship is progressively learning to lead our lives as he would if he 

were we.”
• Matthew 4:19—follow me, and I will make you fishers of men.

• Discipleship, on some level, is the process of learning that Christianity is NOT about fire 
insurance but is about FOLLOWING JESUS.

• A Formula for Discipleship:
• Repent:

• Luke 13:3; 5—No, I tell you; but unless you REPENT you will all likewise perish.
• They were looking around at other people worried about how bad their sin was and 

Jesus calls them out—EVERYBODY must repent.
• We repent from sin—We repent from self-righteousness
• Choice—REPENT OR DIE!

• Believe:
• We aren’t only saved FROM something…we are saved TO something.

• To life. To joy. To purpose (glory). To mission. To Jesus.
• A Portrait of Discipleship—Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10)

• Read Luke 19:1-10
• Zacchaeus’ Evaluation (v.1-2):

• Chief tax collector and was rich—he was hated and made his money as a traitor to the 
Jews.

• Zacchaues’ Exploration (v.3-4):
• He was seeking to see who Jesus was—he wasn’t interested in loving and following 

Jesus, he just had heard all the reports and was checking it out for himself.
• Zacchaeus had a sterile approach to Jesus—I kind of like him but at a distance.



• Zacchaeus’ Transformation (v.5-10):
• Hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house today.

• Jesus had no intentions whatsoever of keeping things at a sterile distance.
• Jesus was pursuing relationship with Zacchaeus.
• This sounds NOTHING like, “hey, get your life fixed and start following the rules and 

then let’s talk.”
• Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of 

anything, I restore it fourfold.
• What transformed Zacchaeus was a night with Jesus, not attaining some level of 

spiritual/religious achievement.
• Repentance = half of my goods I give to the poor.

• Zacchaeus knew he had a sin issue and had wronged people.
• Belief = restoring anything he had defrauded fourfold

• Zacchaeus not only was aware of the wrong he had done but his heart was changed 
and the god of his money no longer owned him.

• Repentance isn’t about changing your behavior, it is about changing your god.
• Zacchaeus did more than just change his mind. His life changed. His thinking 

changed. His heart changed.
• Closing:

• Repentance and Belief are both the doorway into discipleship and the constant rhythm of 
discipleship.

• Turning from sin and trusting Jesus is both the requirement for coming to Christ and also 
the requirement for living in relationship with him.


