
Adoption: Made Sons—Galatians 4:4-7

• Read Galatians 4:4-7
• But when the fullness of time had come, god sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under 

the la, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 
And because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.”

• Intro:
• Cross-Culture—Centering Culture on the Gospel

• There was a day when the culture at large AGREED with Christ-followers and wanted to 
be in its good graces.

• The Church has moved from being a comfortable moral majority to a challenged prophetic 
minority.

• Tough Question—as Christians, how are we supposed to understand and respond to the 
great needs of the world in light of the great blessing and comfort we enjoy?

• Why Adopt?:
• Clear biblical commands (James 1:27)
• Overwhelming global need

• 200ish million global orphans; 400k in U.S. foster care
• Compelling gospel motivation

• Adoption is God’s answer to the Fall (v.4-6)
• Adoption is at the core of who God is

• The entire Trinity is at work in this process:
• The Father initiates adoption (v.4)

• Psalm 68:5—Father of the fatherless and protector of widows is god in his holy 
habitation

• The Son accomplishes adoption (v.4)
• The Spirit applies adoption (v.6)

• Adoption is at the Center of God’s Redemptive Plan
• “When the fullness of time had come”—this should point us back in time to the start of this 

process.
• Gen. 1:26-28—Cultural Mandate—rule, subdue, have dominion

• Mankind is commissioned under the authority of God, as his vice-regents, to rule and to 
reign on the earth.

• Genesis 3—The Fall
• Rather than owning his role as leader and vice-regent, Adam shrinks back. 
• Rather than proactively fighting to lead and protect, he sits back in passivity.
• What are Adam and Eve saying in the Fall?

• I will make my own identity—being your image bearer isn’t working for me.
• I will make my own inheritance—what you promise isn’t that great

• In the Fall, mankind lost their identity and their inheritance—in a way, you could say that 
the Fall resulted in Fatherlessness.

• In the Fall, the entire world became a spiritual orphanage.
• The Bible is constantly talking about the horrors of fatherlessness. 
• Why not talk about the horrors of motherlessness?

• Because you gain your identity and your inheritance from your father and this was 
LOST in our rebellion



• What we then see throughout the rest of Scripture and really all throughout human 
history is people now walking through this life trying to solve the issues of their deep 
spiritual fatherlessness on their own:
• “I will make my own way”…”I will provide for myself”…”I will make a name for myself”

• Genesis 3:15—The Promise
• God promises to one day send One who would do for us what we failed to do and 

cannot do for ourselves—bring us back to the Father.
• Galatians 4:4 is the fulfillment of this! ADOPTION IS GOD’S PLAN A!

• In the Son, we have our identity restored as Image Bearers—Jesus is the perfect, 
sinless substitute for us whose image is not marred!

• As the Son of God, Jesus has full access to and enjoyment of the full inheritance of the 
Father and stands ready to make it available to all who believe.

• Adoption is God’s response to both our REBELLION. We need to be both rescued from 
SIN and brought INTO a family!

• Our physical adoption and concern for orphans is an outworking of our work as vice-
regents of Christ, bringing his Kingdom to bear on this earth.

• It’s people who have been rescued by grace and have been given new identity and 
inheritance who look around the world and see such great need and such destructive 
effects of the Fall and respond.
•  “I will come rescue you. I will seek you out. I will help provide you with an identity and 

inheritance.”

• Physical Adoption is a Picture of Spiritual Adoption (v.4-7)
• Adoption requires intentional planning (v.4a)

• Galatians 4:4—when the fullness of time had come
• Physical:

• Home Studies
• Finances
• References/Applications/Paperwork

• Spiritual
• Ephesians 1:4-5—before the foundations of the world.

• Adoption requires the right qualifications (v.4)
• born of woman, born under the law
• Physical

• Age, job, stability, home
• Spiritual

• v.4-born of woman, born under the law
• Adoption is costly (v.4)

• To redeem those who were under the law
• Physical Costs

• HUGE financial costs here!
• Costs you your comfort and time
• Huge emotional/spiritual drain/toll

• Adoption rescues children from gross injustice (v.5)
• Physical:

• This is where our hearts must be in line with the heart of the Father to see need and hurt 
and be moved to action!

• Disease, abuse (physical, sexual, emotional), filth, neglect
• No recognition, affirmation, celebration



• Spiritual—we were rescued as spiritually ENSLAVED orphans (v.3, 8)

• Adoption grants permanent legal change(v.5-7)
• receive adoption AS sons
• We can receive it AS son because in this work we ARE sons.
• Physically:

• All the documents change; names change; judge hits the gavel and declares you as 
parents and them as children!

• Spiritually:
• God finally and legally announces the transfer—we ARE sons

• New name; new identity; new home; new family
• Adoption grants the rights to be an heir

• so you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
• This is why Paul has been using the “son” language and not sons/daughters:

• ONLY sons were eligible or entitled to INHERITANCE.
• 3:28—there is no distinction in value/worth between male and female but this language 

ensures that all who are in Christ receive the inheritance that he promises!
• What is the inheritance—chiefly it is Christ himself!

• Our Actions Steps:—nothing will ingrain this in our DNA like actually KNOWING ORPHANS.
• Adopt children—consider this as your Plan A
• Help adoptive parents.
• Raise awareness.
• Develop a fund.
• Move your life to an orphanage
• Host orphans.
• Underwrite an orphanage
• Visit an orphanage


