
When We See God!
Isaiah 6!!

1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him 
stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and 
with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to 
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is 
full of his glory!” 4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice 
of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe 
is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst 
of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts!” 6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning 
coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my 
mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away, and your sin atoned for.” 8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send 
me.” 9 And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “‘Keep on hearing, but do 
not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 10 Make the heart of 
this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see 
with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, 
and turn and be healed.” 11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: 
“Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and 
the land is a desolate waste, 12 and the Lord removes people far away, 
and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a 
tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose 
stump remains when it is felled.” The holy seed is its stump.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!



Sermon Notes!!
In 2009, I took a backpacking trip to British Columbia.  I had the crazy idea 
to bring 8 high school guys along with me, which was an adventure in and 
of itself.  Many of these guys were not prepared for the trip I had planned.  
They were all pretty preppy guys, they showed up to the airport in their polo 
shirts and boat shoes.  I had to remind them that we were not going on a 
cruise to the Bahamas, we were going to be hiking all day and sleeping in 
the woods!  Some of the guys were pretty out of shape... one of them got 
winded walking through the airport.  It ended up being an amazing trip.  We 
did it up - literally hiking from sea to summit.  We took a boat (in the sea) to 
the trail head which was a dock.  We then hiked a few days through rain 
forest of British Columbia.  We then made it to Alpine (when you break the 
tree line and enter very rough and rugged terrain), filled with massive 
boulders, glacier lakes and roaring rivers.  The most beautiful scenery I’ve 
ever been in.!!
One of the most memorable things about the trip was the night before we 
were going to summit.  We camped at the base of apex, all that stood 
between us and the top of the mountain was several miles of glacier pass.  
We were basically on top of the world, the sky was massive, a 360 degree 
view.  The most beautiful, brilliant display of stars, shining so brightly.  
Thousands of them, as far as you can see.  I mean, we could see galaxies 
and shooting stars streaking across the sky.  To this day, one of the most 
beautiful, most breath taking sites I’ve ever seen.!!
In my every day reality, living in obviously a much more urban area - full of 
tall buildings, street lights, neighbors piled on top of one another, airports, 
and shopping malls... there are lights everywhere.  These lights pollute the 
air and hinder our view of these amazing stars above.  Honestly, I don’t 
remember the last time I noticed the stars.!!!
In the same way, when we get caught up in our world, with the busyness of 
life, when we get consumed by our jobs, our families, and our idols, we lose 
sight of God.  Our perspective becomes polluted and we are hindered from 
seeing God…!
…I’m speaking from experience here.!



It is in those moments, that it is evident that I have a woefully inadequate view of 
who God is.!!
We live in a culture with an ever shifting moral landscape.  !!
If you ask 100 people on the street, who God is, you will get 100 different 
answers.  Sadly, you would receive a similar response in the church.  !!
We desperately need to see God and we need to see him biblically.!!
We end up defining God as we see fit.  We give Jesus this makeover to best fit 
our needs and our desires, to best serve us in the life we are aspiring towards.  
The truth is, we can't recreate our creator.  !!
This past week as I was preparing for this sermon, I was reminded how daily, I 
need to see God.  I was tempted to water down who God is to make him more 
appealing to you (as if I need to), to make Him more palatable for you to receive. 
I need a biblical view of God!  !!
We know so little of the experience of God's transcendence in our worship and 
too little of the fear and reverence of God in our lives. We are always trying to 
water down God, by our theology, and conclude to say things like, “Jesus is my 
‘homeboy’”.!

Yes, God is our friend and Christ is our brother, but in Isaiah Chapter 6 we are 
going to see God as the Holy King of the universe, who is glorious and worthy of 
all of our praise.  !

We are going to see how Isaiah responds to seeing God clearly and how it gives 
him an accurate view of himself, of sin, and the world.!

My aim in this sermon is to take us away from the city lights and bring us to the 
mountain top that is Isaiah 6 where we can see God.  Maybe for some of us, for 
the first time.!

!
!
!
!



#1. God is King v. 1!!
Verse 1.  “In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, 
high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple.”!!
Isaiah sees God in the year that King Uzziah dies.!!

• This is critical for us to see because in that day kings were very important.  
They were completely autonomous in their rule and reign, they were the 
ones who called the shots.  They lead and protected their people.!

• When a King would die and the throne was empty, the people would be 
vulnerable.  “Who will lead us an protect us” - Echoes from 1 Sam. 8!

• It was in this vulnerable state that other kings and other nations would come 
in and attack and take advantage of their vulnerability and take over entire 
nations, taking people captive.  Ex. the Assyrians.!!

So, the throne is empty, and where does Isaiah see God?  !!
• He sees him seated on a throne, high and lifted up.!
• The picture here is that God is king.  The throne is not empty, in fact it is 

occupied with the King of kings, the eternal king, who never sleeps or 
slumbers, whose reign will never pass away.!

• The picture is that God is the only one fit for the throne as Lord over our 
lives.!

• Since the days of Saul, God’s people have been tempted to look to earthly 
kings for deliverance.!!

My question for you today is, “Who or what is king over your life?”  Is it God?  
He is the only one fit for the throne.!
-------------!!
So, #1 God is King!!!!!!!!!!!



#2. God is Holy v. 2-3!!
Verse 2-3. “Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to 
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts...”!!
We see these seraphim, these heavenly creatures (that we will talk more about in 
just a minute) surrounding the throne of God and singing.  Listen to the song they 
sing:!

• They are declaring something about God and they want to make it loud and clear 
that he is Holy.  They repeat it 3 times.!

• Repetition is used in the Hebrew language to highlight and intensify a superlative.  
Rarely is a word repeated more than once, but these seraphim are not content to 
just say Holy, nor are they content to say Holy, Holy, they declare it three times, 
Holy, Holy, Holy.!!

The holiness of God is one of the supreme truths about God.  !
• God’s holiness is not a singular attribute on a list of attributes about God (like God 

is loving or merciful), it is all encompassing. !!
So what does it mean for God to be Holy?!

• It is difficult for us to understand or grasp holiness because we live in an unholy 
world, a fallen world.  So when we start there, when we start with ourselves and 
our culture, we are left confused.  We need to start with God to understand 
holiness.!!

For God to be Holy it means:!!
1. God is distinct, separate, in a class of His own.  !

• The word holy comes from the ancient word with means to cut off or to separate.!!
2. It means he is without equal.  No rivals or competition.  !

• “Who is like thee” - Ex. 15:11!
• “There is no one holy like the Lord” - 1 Sam. 2:2!
• “Holy is He” - Ps. 99!
• “Whose name is Holy” - Isaiah 57:15!!

3. To be Holy is to be morally pure.!
• For God to be holy in his Omnipotence (meaning God is all powerful), means that 

he has never abused his power or used is for wrong.!
• For God to be Holy in his Omnipresence (meaning God is everywhere at all times), 

means that God is present in the midst of trials and sufferings.  He is present when 
terrible things happen, he is not absent, he is working all of these things for good.!

• For God to be Holy in his Omniscience (meaning God is all knowing), means that 
he has never had a wrong or impure thought.!

Our God is Holy!



#3. God is Glorious v. 3!!
We see this in Verse 3. (the second half of the seraphim’s song) “...the whole 
earth is full of his glory!”!!
The Glory of God is the manifest beauty of his holiness.!

• God’s glory surrounds us, it fills the earth.  We just need eyes to see it.!!
We see God’s glory in:!

• The heavens, in the one hundred billion galaxies, AND He knows every star 
by name!

• We see His glory in the sun rise and the sun set, AND He paints the sky pink 
and orange.!

• We see His glory in the weather, AND He tells the rain, you fall here, and the 
wind, you blow there, and the snow, he lays out like a blanket over the fields.!

• We see His glory in the landscape, AND He commands the mountain to rise 
up here and the valleys to go down there.  !

• He tells the hills to gently roll and the sea to swallow up the land.  !
• He tells the waves to rise up and to crash back down.!
• He makes the grass grow and He tells the cattle to graze it.!
• He gives the birds their wings and He makes them soar.!

HIS GLORY FILLS THE EARTH!!
• He roars through the lion and gives the cheetah it’s speed!
• He sets the roots of the oak and clothes the lily with splendor.!
• He forms the clouds and fashions the fins of the fish.!
• Did you know, there are fish in the deepest darkest depths of the sea and 

God has given them lamps on their heads for them to see and catch their 
prey?!

• AND they shine to the glory of His name.!!
HIS GLORY FILLS THE EARTH!!!
God is jealous for His Glory!  I pray that the spirit would give us eyes to see it, 
and that our life as a church would sing a song of praise to the glory of His name 
all of our days.!!
———————!
This brings me to my next point, the fourth thing we see about God in this text 
is...!
——————!



#4. God is Worthy of all Praise v. 2-3!!
Verse 2-3. “Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his 
face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to 
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts the whole earth is full of his 
glory!”!!
These seraphim, literally “burning ones”, ablaze with the adoration of Christ, surround 
the throne of God day in and day out, minute after minute, hour after hour... while you 
were asleep last night, while we gather right now in this room, they are singing the 
praises of his name. !!
He is worthy of our praise!  I wish we had time to go through some of the psalms 
together, but the entire book is saturated with songs of praise.  I want to encourage you 
to read psalms 145-150 this week, they are absolutely littered with God’s worthiness of 
our praise.!!
The very last verse in the entire book of psalms, psalm 150 verse 6 reads, “Let 
everything that has breath praise the Lord!”!!
I heard David Platt, president of the IMB, ask this question of this verse, and I think it’s 
worth considering  ---  What if the words “praise the Lord” and “has breath” were 
reversed, so that the verse read, “Let everything that praises the Lord have breath”?  
Which would mean, our breath is dependent upon our praises of him.  How many of us 
would be breathing right now?!!
Hear me on this.. God is more worthy of our praise than we are of our breath!  
Thankfully he is a gracious God, and He beats our hearts and our lungs with breath, 
even when we do not give him the praise he is due.!!
QUESTION:  Who are you praising with your life? Are you working for the praise of your 
name, or for His?!!
-------------!
Summary of who God is, how Isaiah sees God:!!
1. God is King!
2. God is Holy!
3. God is Glorious!
4. God is Worthy of our Praise!!
We haven’t gotten to the 5th point yet and before we do, I want to show you Isaiah’s 
response to seeing God.  Look with me at verse 5.!
—————————!



Verse 5.  “And I said: ‘Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts!’”!!
Isaiah’s Response to seeing God:!!
In light of who God is, Isaiah sees himself accurately.  He sees himself as 
sinfully lost.  Isaiah is a man familiar with sin and familiar that sin is an 
offense to God.  But, when he sees God clearly, his view of sin grows.  He 
sees that sinning against an infinitely holy God, makes him infinitely guilty.  
So much so, he pronounces judgement upon himself and says, “Woe is 
me! I am ruined, I am lost” and rightly so!  Usually in scripture we see God 
as the one pronouncing “Woe”... think about the seven woes to the scribes 
and pharisees in Matthew 23.  !!
Isaiah’s view of sin is devastating, he sees himself as guilty in light of 
seeing God.!!
Now, let’s be honest with ourselves, if you are like me, we have the 
temptation to belittle our sin and see it as far less than the others around 
us.  Whether God saved you from your heroine addiction or your Sunday 
School self righteous religiosity, we need to view sin as devastating.  We 
need to see God, and see ourselves as guilty before him.!!
This is where the beauty of the gospel comes in!  But before I get to it, I 
want to say just a few more things about our sin in light of who God is.!!
The actions of sin - like gossiping, selfishness, sexual immorality, abuse... 
these acts are not what make us guilty, in and of themselves. It goes much 
deeper, it’s the root of sin, it’s at our core, our nature as fallen creatures 
that make us guilty.  Apart from the grace of God in Christ, the most morally 
upright man in the world is guilty.  This is what Isaiah’s eyes are opened to 
when he sees God.  This is why Jesus was always rebuking the Pharisees 
and the Scribes.!!
——————-!
Listen to what scripture has to say about sin:!
——————-!



In our sin we are:!
-Cut-off - Genesis 3!
-We are alienated from God - Col. 1:21!
-Separated from Christ - Eph. 2:12!
-Slaves to sin - James 4:4 ; John 8:34 ; Rom. 6:11!
-One sin, condemnation for all - Rom. 5:18!
-Enemies of God - Rom 5:10!
-Caught in the snare of the evil one who captured us to do his will - 2 Tim. 2:26!
-Live in power of the evil one - John 5:19!
-Children of wrath - Eph. 2:3!
-Sin wars against our soul - 1 Peter 2:11!
-Blinded minds - 2 Cor. 4:4!
-Darkened in our understanding Eph. 4:18!
-Lovers of darkness - John 3:20!!
Do you see how devastating sin is in light of who God is?!!
Now, I want to be really careful here, I’m not saying our view of sin should 
overwhelm us and paralyze us from living.  God’s grace if effective (1 Cor. 15) 
and saves us from sin, and in Christ we should live in light of the gospel!!!
What I am saying is, our view of sin should be great, so that our view of God’s 
grace is even greater.  Richard Sibbes, a puritan pastor from the 17th century, 
famously wrote, “There is more grace in Christ, than sin in us.”!!
As our view of sin grows, our view of grace grows all the more, and our lives 
become more and more about confession and repentance.  The men I want to 
run with in life are those marked by confession and repentance, just completely 
self aware of sin and absolutely wrung out for their wives, kids, and the people 
around them.  These are the families I want my kids to grow up around.  Where 
they can see clearly what it means not to cover up and hide sin, but to confess, 
repent, and turn from it.  This is what my wife and I work so hard to model for our 
kids.  Example of snapping at Elkie...!!
My confessing and repenting honors God, it honors my wife, and it displays 
God’s grace and the riches of his kindness which lead me to repentance to my 
kids.!
———————!
Look how God responds to Isaiah’s confession in verse 6 and 7.  This is the 5th 
and final characteristic of who God is, that we are going to look at in this text.!



#5. God is Merciful to sinners."!
Verse 6-7.  “6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a 
burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched 
my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken 
away, and your sin atoned for.”!!
Isaiah, dead in his sin, lost, ruined... God provides atonement for his sin 
and takes his guilt away.!!
One of the seraphim takes in his hand a live coal from the alter.  The 
picture here is this coal is from the alter where offerings and sacrifices were 
made to atone for and cover sin.  !!
It represents God’s provision for sin.  The seraphim intercedes on behalf of 
Isaiah and touches his lips with the coal and says, you are clean, you are 
guilt free, you are healed.!!
On this side of the cross, we know that this picture of atonement is not fully 
complete.  !!
As new testament readers and hearers of the gospel of Christ, we have 
seen God’s incredible plan for the salvation of his people unfold.!!
I’d like to quickly read a chapter, written later in the book of Isaiah as God 
continues to unveil the gospel of Christ to Isaiah and to this old testament 
people.  Turn with me and follow along in Isaiah chapter 53.!!
As we read, I want to remind you that this was written hundreds of years 
before Jesus was even born.  !!
I want you to see and feel the sovereignty of God and His grace to his 
people, as Isaiah prophesy’s God’s plan for the salvation of the world.  !!
I want you to feel the kindness of God as we see the promised seed who 
will crush Satan and the power of sin and death.!!!



Isaiah 53 !!
1 Who has believed what he has heard from us?!
    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?!
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant,!
    and like a root out of dry ground;!
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,!
    and no beauty that we should desire him.!
3 He was despised and rejected by men;!
    a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;!
and as one from whom men hide their faces!
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not.!
4 Surely he has borne our griefs!
    and carried our sorrows;!
yet we esteemed him stricken,!
    smitten by God, and afflicted.!
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions;!
    he was crushed for our iniquities;!
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,!
    and with his wounds we are healed.!
6 All we like sheep have gone astray;!
    we have turned—every one—to his own way;!
and the Lord has laid on him!
    the iniquity of us all.!
7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,!
    yet he opened not his mouth;!
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter,!
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent,!
    so he opened not his mouth.!
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away;!
    and as for his generation, who considered!
that he was cut off out of the land of the living,!
    stricken for the transgression of my people?!
9 And they made his grave with the wicked!
    and with a rich man in his death,!
although he had done no violence,!
    and there was no deceit in his mouth.!
10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him;!
    he has put him to grief;!
when his soul makes an offering for guilt,!
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days;!
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand.!
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied;!
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant,!
    make many to be accounted righteous,!
    and he shall bear their iniquities.!
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,!
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,!
because he poured out his soul to death!
    and was numbered with the transgressors;!
yet he bore the sin of many,!
    and makes intercession for the transgressors.!!



This is the beauty of Christ!  !
This is the glory of God’s grace!  !
This is why we can see him and know him!  !
This is why we praise his name!  !!
We... all of us, have turned our backs on the King of kings, the Holy God of 
the universe, whose glory fills the earth, who beats our hearts and fills our 
lungs with breath... !!
…we’ve despised him, !
we’ve rejected him, !
and we’ve esteemed him not.  !!
God, then, not being able to spare wrath, !
and the belittlement of his name, !
sends Christ in the flesh to live the life we could not live.  !!
And God crushes him, and in so doing pours out his wrath due our sin onto 
the Son…!
…and kills him.  !!
Then… God raises him from the dead and the same power used to raise 
him from the dead is at work within us who would believe.  !!
And we now have right standing before God, as his children and as heirs 
with Christ.  !!
“God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for 
us.” -Romans 5:8!!
“For our sake God made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we 
might become the righteousness of God.” - 2 Cor. 5:21!!!
—————————!!
This is the GOSPEL!  Scripture has clearly laid this out for us to see…!!



Mark 10:45: Christ gave his life as a ransom for many.!!
Romans 6:23: The free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.!!
Romans 8:1: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ 
Jesus.!!
Romans 8:32: God did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all.!!
2 Corinthians 8:9: For your sake He became poor, so that you by his 
poverty might become rich.!!
1 Timothy 1:15: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.!!
1 John 4:10: This is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.!!
Ephesians 1 tells us that in Christ we are:!

• Blessed with every spiritual blessing!
• Chosen in him before the foundation of the world!
• Adopted as sons and daughters!
• We have redemption through his blood!
• The forgiveness of our sins!
• The riches of his grace,are lavished upon us!
• We have obtained an inheritance!
• Sealed with the promised Holy Spirit!
• We have knowledge of him, having the eyes of your hearts enlightened!!

This is the gospel!  !!
This is why we need our eyes opened to see Him!!!
This is why we live on Mission!!!
------------!
I want to close with the final few verses of our text today.  God has atoned 
Isaiah and has taken his guilt away.  He now calls him to go for Him!!
---------!
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!
Look at verse 8 “And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.”!
Do you see how God’s grace to us not only saves us, it gives us purpose, and that 
purpose is to be on His mission.  These two things go hand in hand!!
God CONVERTS us and He COMMISSIONS us!!
God SAVES us and He SENDS us!!!
When we are saved by the gospel we are then called to GO!  Remember the great 
commission in Matthew 28, after Jesus resurrects from the dead, he appears to his 
disciples and he tells them:!!
18 “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Go therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And 
behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”!!
ALL authority has been given to Christ... Therefore GO!  He says.  Make disciples, 
make my name great, take the gospel to the ends of the earth, and open eyes so 
people will see God!!!
Now, I want to be careful not to give a pep rally here.  Jesus never said it would be 
easy.  He never promised a life of convenience and comfort.  In fact, he promises 
suffering along the way.  He says, following after him will cost us something... in fact it 
will cost us everything. It will cost us our life!  He says that men will hate us on account 
of him.!!
In verses 9-13 of this Isaiah 6, we see Isaiah experience this.  Isaiah’s calling from God, 
was going to further the hardening of people’s hearts.  Isaiah would live to preach to 
people who would never receive his words.  But he had encountered God, and 
answered his call in obedience.  And even though Isaiah did not see the fruit of his 
calling during his lifetime, we are gleaning from his obedience to his calling this 
morning!  God’s plan is sovereign and He will accomplish His mission through his 
people!!!
Here in the great commission, we find one of the sweetest promises we can cling to as 
we labor for the spread of the gospel...!!
I WILL BE WITH YOU, ALWAYS, TO THE END OF THE AGE.!!
He will never forsake us.  He goes before us and is with us on this mission…!!
————————!
So, brothers and sisters…… Do you see God this way?!!



Is He King of your life?!!
Do you see Him as the Holy God of the universe?!!
Do you stand in awe of His Glory?!!
Does your life sing praises to His name?!!
Do you see the depths of your sin?!!
Do you live in the Joy and Freedom of His grace?!!
Are you living in obedience to the glorious purpose to which he has called you?!!
Are you fighting to see Him in a world polluted by city lights?!!
Revelation 5:9 tells us, !
“Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your 
blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and tongue and nation . . .” !!
One day we will gather with every tribe and tongue and nation at the throne of God and 
sing along with the seraphim and the saints of old:  !!
Holy, Holy, Holy is He.!!
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