
Empowered for Gospel Maturity—Acts 19-20

• Intro:
• A good bit of this text takes place in Ephesus—a place where Paul had spent 2 years 

teaching in the Hall of Tyrannus.
• Acts 19:10—all the residents of Asia head the word of the Lord. 
• Paul walking in extraordinary amount of power in the Spirit

• His handkerchief is healing folks.
• These men (the Sons of Sceva) come into town—they are itinerant Jewish exorcists!
• They are like, wow, we want what this dude has. They try to cast a demon out using the 

name of Paul and the next thing you know they are walking out beat up and naked!
• What are going to see is this young church and these young believers engaging some 

rhythms that lead them to maturity.
• Consider these few things to be like logs that we can throw on the fire of our maturity. To 

avoid these things will be to throw water on that fire rather than logs to make it burn hotter.
• GROWTH IS A SIGN OF LIFE—Growth in Godliness ought to be the desire of every 

believer.
• Where there is missional engagement and new, infant believers, there is going to be 

mess .
• PROGRESS, NOT PERFECTION, IS OUR AMBITION.

• It’s ok to not be ok, it’s just not ok to stay there.
• It can be easy to use our imperfection as a ticket to remain apathetic to the things of God 

and to pursuing godliness.
• God has made it clear that his will for us is conformity to Christ—becoming more and 

more like JESUS!
• 1 Thessalonians 4:3—for this is the will of God, your sanctification.

• Pathways to Maturity:
• Embrace an ongoing rhythm of confession and repentance (19:18-19)

• BELIEVERS—these are believers who are committed to this level of honesty and 
authenticity that drives them to a rhythm of confession and repentance.

• Because the gospel sets us free to not have to pretend to be more than we are, we can 
embrace regular, ongoing, perpetual confession and repentance.

• 1 John 1:7-9 (written to Ephesian Christians)—but if we walk in the light as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his son cleanses us 
from all sin. If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If we 
confess our sins he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.
• Confession marks our lives. It is not a, “I did that once when I was first saved,” thing. It is 

all the time, every day.
• The cross reminds us that we are worse than we could ever imagine—our filthy sin sent 

Christ to the cross. WE DONT HAVE TO PRETEND TO BE STRONGER THAN WE ARE!
• The world will not stand in awe of our hypocritical self-righteousness. The world will 

stand in awe of our embrace of weakness and turning to Christ and makes much of HIM!
• It is impossible to ever experience any victory over sin where there is no confession and 

repentance.
• Do you actually hate your sin? Do you care that there are still things in you that shame 

the name of Christ?
• To be Christian is to be making war on our sin—fighting for progress into maturity.



• LET’S GET OVER OURSELVES AND REPENT BEFORE WE DESTROY OUR LIVES 
AND OUR SOULS IN THE PROCESS!

• Commit to an unwavering, unshakeable foundation on the Word of God (20:26-30)
• 2 Tim 3:16-17—ALL Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 

reproof for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
COMPLETE, EQUIPPED for every good work.
• Want to know your pathway to COMPLETENESS—stand on the Word…fashion your 

life after the Word.
• Why do we need the Word?

• God will frequently disagree with us—how we respond proves who is the authority in 
our lives.
• Ultimately, our progress into Christian maturity is a progressive movement into more 

and more enjoyment of God’s good rule and lordship in our lives! Because we are a 
dangerous captain to our own life. There is a way that seems right to man but its end 
is DESTRUCTION!
• It should not surprise us as we simply read through the Bible to come to places and 

say, “I really do NOT want to do that.”
• John Stott—“We must allow the Word of God to confront us, to disturb our 

security, to undermine our complacency and to overthrow our patterns of 
thought and behavior.”

• In that moment you have a choice—who is the ultimate authority in your life—you 
or God?

• Is Jesus your SHRINK or is he a KING!?
• Culture will frequently disagree with us—how we respond proves whether we care more 

about gospel transformation or public affirmation.
• Every generation throws it’s arsenal at the Christian faith and the Word of God. Every 

generation claims, on some certain issues, to have evolved past the primitive times of 
the Bible and now claims to have finally arrived at the real truth!
• Like, if God would have known how smart we would be in 2015 he would never have 

said that about sexuality or marriage or money.
• In the face of this assault, it is a sign of maturity to stand firm on the Word of God as the 

standard of truth and the guide for life—even if it means being marginalized!
• How can we enter into the mess and the chaos that is caused by sin if we don’t do so 

FIRM ON THE WORD OF GOD! There will be no rescue, no transformation without the 
Word.

• When we lose the Word we begin to function in a world that says, “there’s no mess. 
there’s no problem here. There’s no sinful soul here that needs to be rescued.”

• Want to see the reality that, if we choose not stand here, we will throw water on the fire 
of the gospel?
• Just look at the mainline denominations and see all the empty church buildings across 

metropolitan areas—what happened?
• So much of the time what happened is that those churches preferred to keep people 

happy rather than proclaim the truth of the Word.
• Work hard in gospel ministry (20:35-38)

• The Church is a KINGDOM VEHICLE to bring the light of the gospel—that is going to be 
HARD WORK!
• Ephesians 6:9—For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 

against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.



• Here is why this is hard:
• For most of us, we grew up in a generation that coddled us and trained us to feel entitled 

to stuff we didn’t work for and to be, in general, lazy.
• Everybody gets a trophy. You are all winners!

• That is a part of our cultural upbringing that we have to drive against!
• Pushing back darkness isn’t going to happen with flash-in-the-pan prayer meetings—it will 

happen as we wring ourselves out for the gospel.
• We go to bed both HOPEFUL and EXHAUSTED.

• Galatians 6:9—And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, 
if we do not give up.

• Closing:
• John Owen: "The growth of trees and plants takes place so slowly that it is not easily seen. 

Daily we notice little change. But, in course of time, we see that a great change has taken 
place. So it is with grace. Sanctification is a progressive, lifelong work

• God is not in love with a future version of you—he is in love with YOU!
• God has NOT accepted you because of how well you do at being like Jesus, he has 

accepted you because of Jesus’ fully perfect life for you.
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1.	   Challenge	  by	  the	  Church	  Covenant:	  

At	  Harvest	  Church	  we	  want	  to	  reflect	  the	  gospel	  in	  everything	  that	  we	  do.	  We	  believe	  that	  
that	  the	  way	  we	  order	  our	  families,	  the	  way	  husbands	  and	  wives	  love	  each	  other,	  and	  the	  
way	  that	  parents	  raise	  their	  children	  is	  a	  way	  to	  put	  the	  Gospel	  on	  display.	  

Our	  Covenant	  Says…	  
As	  parents,	  we	  will	  raise	  the	  children	  under	  our	  care,	  in	  the	  nurture	  and	  admoni:on	  of	  the	  
Lord,	  and	  by	  a	  pure	  and	  loving	  example	  to	  seek	  the	  salva:on	  of	  our	  family	  and	  friends.	  

2.	   Challenge	  to	  the	  Parents:	  
Parents,	  this	  not	  as	  much	  a	  dedica@on	  of	  your	  child	  as	  it	  is	  a	  dedica@on	  that	  you	  as	  parents	  
will	  raise	  this	  child	  unto	  the	  Lord,	  and	  that	  as	  a	  covenant	  family	  we	  will	  commit	  to	  serving	  
and	  aiding	  you	  as	  you	  raise	  this	  child	  in	  the	  nurture	  and	  admoni@on	  of	  the	  Lord.	  It	  is	  a	  
commitment	  on	  your	  part	  to	  put	  on	  display	  for	  neighbors,	  friends,	  and	  future	  parents	  the	  
love	  of	  God	  the	  Father	  who	  cares	  for	  and	  disciplines	  his	  children,	  and	  that	  as	  your	  brothers	  
and	  sisters	  we	  will	  help	  you	  meet	  this	  commitment.	  	  

So	  if	  you	  commit	  to	  raise	  this	  child	  “as	  unto	  the	  Lord”	  and	  with	  the	  care	  and	  aid	  of	  the	  
Harvest	  covenant	  membership,	  please	  answer	  me	  with	  "we	  do"	  to	  the	  following	  
commitments:	  



• Do	  you	  recognize	  that	  this	  child	  was	  a	  gi4	  of	  God's	  grace	  from	  the	  moment	  of	  
concep:on	  and	  do	  you	  receive	  this	  child	  with	  thanksgiving?	  	  

• Do	  you	  promise	  to	  raise	  this	  child	  under	  the	  authority	  of	  the	  Bible,	  with	  the	  help	  of	  
the	  Holy	  Spirit's	  guidance,	  and	  with	  the	  encouragement,	  exhorta:on,	  and	  support	  of	  
the	  pastors	  and	  fellow	  brothers	  and	  sisters	  of	  your	  local	  church	  so	  that	  you	  may	  
bring	  up	  your	  child	  in	  the	  discipline	  and	  admoni:on	  of	  the	  Lord?	  	  

• Do	  you	  promise	  to	  raise	  your	  child	  in	  a	  home	  and	  local	  church	  that	  seeks	  the	  glory	  of	  
Christ	  revealed	  in	  the	  Scriptures	  and	  seeks	  to	  lead	  your	  child	  to	  salva:on	  through	  
faith	  in	  Christ	  Jesus?	  

• Do	  you	  promise	  to	  seek	  for	  your	  child	  whatever	  may	  please	  the	  Lord	  in	  His	  mission,	  
praying	  con:nually	  that	  God	  would	  bless	  your	  child	  so	  that	  God	  himself	  might	  be	  
brought	  glory	  through	  your	  child’s	  life	  and	  eventual	  death?	  

3.	   Challenge	  to	  Church	  Body	  
Harvest	  Church,	  now	  I’ll	  ask	  you	  to	  commit	  to	  help	  these	  parents,	  to	  help	  them	  care	  for	  and	  
love	  these	  children	  and	  to	  assist	  these	  parents	  in	  raising	  their	  children.	  As	  elders	  we	  
specifically	  ask	  you	  to	  commit	  to	  pray	  for	  these	  children	  and	  for	  those	  of	  you	  in	  their	  
Community	  Groups	  to	  know	  you	  have	  a	  special	  responsibility	  to	  come	  along	  side	  them	  as	  
parents.	  You	  are	  to	  be	  like	  aunts	  and	  uncles	  to	  these	  children.	  

So	  church,	  if	  you	  commit	  to	  help	  these	  parents	  raise	  this	  child	  “as	  unto	  the	  Lord,”	  please	  
answer	  me	  with	  "we	  do"	  to	  the	  following	  commitment:	  

• Do	  you	  promise	  to	  come	  alongside	  these	  parents	  and	  to	  provide	  support	  and	  
encouragement	  to	  them	  as	  they	  fulfill	  these	  promises?	  	  	  

4.	   Charge	  of	  Scripture:	  
Mark	  10:13-‐16:	  And	  they	  were	  bringing	  children	  to	  him	  that	  he	  might	  touch	  them,	  and	  the	  
disciples	  rebuked	  them.	  But	  when	  Jesus	  saw	  it,	  he	  was	  indignant	  and	  said	  to	  them,	  “Let	  the	  
children	  come	  to	  me;	  do	  not	  hinder	  them,	  for	  to	  such	  belongs	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God.	  Truly,	  I	  say	  
to	  you,	  whoever	  does	  not	  receive	  the	  kingdom	  of	  God	  like	  a	  child	  shall	  not	  enter	  it.”	  And	  he	  
took	  them	  in	  his	  arms	  and	  blessed	  them,	  laying	  his	  hands	  on	  them.	  	  

5.	   Lay	  hands	  on	  parents	  and	  pray.	  

6.	   Present	  parents	  with	  giC	  bags.	  


