
Acts 11:19-14—Empowered for Gospel Perseverance

• Tertullian—“the blood of the martyrs is the seed of the gospel.”
• Intro

• The Gospel is spreading like crazy!
• Zombie Apocalypse—some zombies or a plague or something is starting from a point and 

just expanding outward until everything is overtaken.
• Jerusalem is ground zero (chapter 8-9). 
• Gets to Gentiles in chapter 10

• 11:18—then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.
• See God’s faithfulness here—Genesis 12 = God makes a promise to a man named 

Abraham in the middle of a desert that he would be used to bless ALL the families of the 
earth. Here we are thousands of years later in a city called Caesarea and people are still 
joining this family!

• 11:19-20—“those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one but 
Jews. But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to 
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also.”
• Tons of new cities start popping up (Antioch, Phoenicia, Cyprus)

• The gospel is spreading THROUGH THE CHURCH
• We saw the birth of the church in Jerusalem in Acts 2
• In Acts 11 we see the birth of the first diverse church—both Jews and Gentiles

• Antioch = the move from CULTURAL ISOLATION to GLOBAL INVOLVEMENT
• Chapter 12—Peter isn’t just out on his own doing whatever he wants…he is vitally 

connected to a local church!
• This church is COMMITTED to doing whatever necessary, regardless of the cost, to get 

the good news of Jesus to the nations!
• Convicting to Me—may God continue to guide us at Harvest and give us hearts that 

burn for the unreached among the world.
• Persevere in proclaiming the WORD of God

• The reward of seeing the gospel transform lives was greater in their eyes than the cost 
• 12:1—Herod the king laid violent hands on some who belonged to the church. He killed 

James the brother of John.
• The persecution is ramping up—a disciple is now martyred and Peter is in jail (not good)

• It may seem, at times, like this thing is out of control or chaotic but GOD GOVERNS THE 
CHAOS with grace and goodness amidst the brokenness.

• In Chapter 13, Paul and Barnabas get sent out and the CENTRAL aspect of all they do is 
PROCLAIM the gospel!
• MISSIONARY JOURNEY

• Cyprus (13:5)—proclaiming the Word
• Paphos (13:6)—teaching and preaching to the magician
• Perga, Pamphylia, Antioch in Pisidia (3:15)—reading from the Law and Prophets
• Iconium (14:1)--speaking in Synagogue
• Lystra and Derbe (14:6-7)—preaching the gospel
• Back in Derbe (14:21)—preching the gospel and making many disciples
• Backtrack to all the cities (14:24-26)—speaking the word.

• Proclaiming the gospel doesn’t always mean a full sermon or eloquent conversations but 
it DOES mean speaking with our mouths about the beauties of Jesus!



• When is the last time, in any sense of the word, you shared the Good News of Jesus 
with someone else?

• Are you willing to ask God for a fire in your soul like that in the souls of these believers, 
for the lost around you?

• Persevere with the PEOPLE of God
• All that happens in the rest of the book of Acts does not happen in SPITE of the church but 

with the SUPPORT of the church.
• These early believers would have had no concept of believers who didn’t belong to a local 

church.
• Why do this? BECAUSE LIVING LIFE AND BEING ON MISSION TOGETHER SAYS 

SOMETHING VERY UNIQUE ABOUT THE GOSPEL.
• The gospel has the power to unite us in extraordinary ways

• Gospel Diversity on Display in Antioch
• Acts 4—Barnabas using all he has and is to BUILD up the church
• Acts 8—Saul using all he has and is to DESTROY the church (Barnabas almost 

certainly would have known or even been related to people that Paul persecuted and 
killed).

• 13:1—the rest of the leadership of the church
• Manean—lifelong friend of Herod the Tetrarch (had John the Baptist beheaded, 

played key role in Christ’s crucifixion) who is now a follower of Jesus.
• Niger—literally “the black one” from Africa
• Lucius—Cyrene 
• Paul and Barnabas

• There is something that is said about the power of the gospel when we persevere in 
life together with one another that CANNOT be said when we exist in isolation of one 
another.

• Gospel Community on Display in Antioch
• Teach one another (11:22-26)—these believers were committed to teaching each 

other the truths of the gospel
• Give to one another (11:28-29)—much like the first church in Acts 2, these believers 

determined to give for the sake of meeting the needs of the believers in Judea.
• Pray for/with one another (12:5, 12; 13:2-3; 14:23)—whether in times of trial or times 

of great missionary success, the brothers and sisters anchored one another in prayer
• Worship with one another (13:2)—part of their life together was to meet together and 

celebrate the gospel with one another.
• Be on mission with one another (13:2-3)—the church confirmed the call of the Spirit 

and then sent off their best to be missionaries to the nations.
• Either SENDING or SENT but either way you are on mission!

• One thing you DO NOT SEE in Acts is people going about this journey alone!
• Are you walking this journey of following Jesus intentionally with anyone? It’s hard—

impossible—and the only way we stand a chance is if we go at this TOGETHER.
• Are you a member of a church? Do you have a place to plug in, engage, be known, be 

discipled, grow in Christlikeness?
• Persevere by the POWER of God

• Trust him to deliver you in the trials
• Acts 7—Stephen is stoned
• Acts 12:2—James is killed 
• Acts 12:3—Peter is imprisoned and it looks like another death is on the way
• Acts 14:19—Paul is stoned at Iconium



• 2 Cor 4:8—We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed.

• Sickness or Health; Peace or Persecution; Life or Death—God’s UNSTOPPABLE 
sovereignty is meant to make his people UNSHAKEABLE!

• Trust him to rule over all things
• 12:23-24—“an angel of the Lord struck him down…and he was eaten by worms and 

breathed his last. BUT the Word of the God increased and multiplied.
• Things may seem uncertain and unstable, but God’s good and gracious rule can be 

trusted!
• Me and my 1 year old son see the world very differently—what he should eat, play 

with, when to go to bed, etc.
• How much more should we trust our Father who made all things and holds them 

together!?
• REGARDLESS OF THE FOE, THE MISSION OF GOD CANNOT BE STOPPED!

• Trust him to save sinners
• All throughout this text we have seen the people of God being faithful to simply SPEAK 

the gospel. There is an implicit, undergirding TRUST here that as they speak, God will 
forgive sin and save sinners!

• Trust him to raise the dead and give life everlasting
• Our hope is in that what comes after this short time on earth is ACTUAL, REAL, FULL 

LIFE! 
• Because God raises the dead and offers us life beyond this earth, we have nothing to 

lose!
• This is why, I firmly believe that the call in this text is to be ALL IN—no matter the cost, 

no matter the price…be all in.
• No parachute…no foam pit—just abandonment to the cause of the gospel to the glory 

of God.
• Reality in Light of this:

• We see the video we played earlier and it is easy for us to think that believers in Syria 
or Egypt are in more danger than we are. Are they?
• They stand ready to give up their lives for the sake of the gospel

• 2 Corinthians 5:4—For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—
not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what 
is mortal may be swallowed up by life.”

• We speak a good game but at the end of the day take this all so nonchalantly and 
trivially so much of the time! 

• Conclusion
• What is our hope and confidence in light of all this?

• God does not deal with us based on our record of faithful perseverance for him but rather 
on the perfect record of Christ’s perseverance for us!

• Jesus, more than anyone else, willingly suffered the ultimate price and punishment out of 
love for those far from himself!

• Jesus is now our risen, reigning and victorious King who stands ready to equip his church 
with all we need to see the gospel go forth to the ends of the earth!

• WILL WE PLAY!?


