
Week 1: Acts 1-2—Empowered by the Holy Spirit

• Michael Green, Thirty Years That Changed the World
• Three crucial decades in world history. That is all it took. In the years between AD 33 and 64 

a new movement was born. In those thirty years it got sufficient growth and credibility to 
become the largest religion the world has ever seen and to change the lives of hundreds of 
millions of people. It has spread into every corner of the globe and has more than two billion 
adherents. It has had an indelible impact on civilization, on culture, on education, on 
medicine, on freedom and of course on the lives of countless people worldwide. And the 
seedbed for all this, the time when it took decisive root, was in these three decades. It all 
began with a dozen men and a handful of women: and then the Spirit came.

• Introduction to Acts
• What is Acts?

• The charting of Christ’s MESSAGE and MINISTRY continuing through the church!
• 1:1—In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus BEGAN to do and 

teach.
• Jesus is mentioned in every one of the first 5 verses—Luke is trying to be really clear!

• The history of the church. 
• Just like American history, though, this is not just THEIR history but OUR history.
• Interestingly, though, Luke does not provide tons of BIOGRAPHICAL information about 

everyone involved. He has a PURPOSE and that purpose is to chart the MOVEMENT 
OF MISSION into and through history!

• This also means that we will find things in Acts that are DESCRIPTIVE not just 
PRESCRIPTIVE—we don’t need to have prayer hanky’s and we aren’t going to pick 
elders and deacons by tossing dice.

• How to read Acts:
• Cold Historian—detached; just looking at facts but it’s not changing their life
• Casual Admirer—you think the whole story is cool and you want to read the stories and 

imagine how awesome it would have been to see. But, still, you are detached and the 
story never becomes your story and changes your life.

• Committed Soldier—this is how I want us to read and study the book of Acts.
• There is a mission, a war, still going on and this story is our story.
• IT’S ONE THING TO COLLECT BASEBALL CARDS AND A WHOLE OTHER THING TO 

BE IN THE GAME!
• Where we got the name for the series—Empowered for Mission

• Acts 28 ends abruptly with the gospel having reached Rome, the ends of the earth. It’s 
like Luke doesn’t want to write an ending. HE intentionally leaves it open-ended 
because WE ARE ACTS 29,30, 31. THIS MISSION IS OUR MISSION.

• Who is Luke?
• A Doctor—Colossians 4:14
• Companion of Paul—most likely the traveling physician and companion to Paul on his 

journey.
• Wealthy and Educated—Christianity is for both educated and uneducated; rich and poor.
• Writer

• Wrote more content in NT than any other writer—Luke is more than all of Paul’s letters.
• Then, to think that Luke was with Paul, he was around for almost all of the NT.

• Traveling Investigator—this guy is like the Richard Castle of the NT times—he had to 
travel all over the place to speak with all these people to get these stories!



• What we see over and over in Acts is God’s Spirit fall on people who are then empowered by 
the Spirit to be gospel witnesses from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth. That pattern just 
happens over and over in this book.

• BIG QUESTION: WILL YOU TRUST GOD ENOUGH TO WAIT FOR HIS PROMISE AND 
THEN, ONCE HE DELIVERS, WILL YOU RELY ON HIM IN EVERY PART OF LIFE?

• The Spirit PREPARES his people (1:6-26)
• As a church on mission, the sovereignty of God shapes us completely:

• Acts 1:8—But you will receive POWER when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the 
earth.
• His POWER is our fuel. (1:8)

• For the sake of sustainability—1 Peter 4:11—“serve in the strength that God supplies”
• Because the task he has called us to is beyond our capacity

• Ephesians 3:20-21—him who is able to do FAR MORE ABUNDANTLY than all we 
ask or think.

• His PURPOSES AND PLANS are our purposes.
• God didn’t just send the Spirit and say, “hey, just take this and then do with it what you 

want.” God had a very specific purpose in sending the Spirit—to multiply his people 
and his gospel to the ends of the earth.

• It is the Spirit that guides the establishment of leadership among these people who 
would become the first church.
• 2:24-26—they pray and then trust the Spirit to guide.

• The Spirit PRODUCES witnesses (2:1-36)
• Question and Answer Session (1:6-7)

• Question: Is now the time when you fully restore and establish your kingdom?
• Answer: Don’t worry about timing…be on MISSION as WITNESSES

• The true work of the Spirit inside the life of a church ALWAYS produces WITNESSES.
• 9 times throughout Acts—1:8; 2:22; 2:4-7 and on and on

• 2:7—“Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?”
• God using ORDINARY people FILLED with the Spirit to carry forth the gospel.
• We are just like these people—strategically placed in a specific location among a people in 

need, charged with the task of bearing witness to the gospel!
• 2:5-13 = A foretaste of the rapid, global explosion of the gospel into the far reaches of the 

earth through the church by the power of the Spirit.
• Jerusalem is a just a taste of things to come

• As WITNESSES we boldly proclaim the gospel (14-36)
• In essence, Peter just stands up and proclaims the good news of Christ’s life, death, 

resurrection and ascension!

• The Spirit PLANTS a church (2:37-47)
• The church is not an AFTERTHOUGHT in the mission of God but is the AVENUE for the 

mission of God.
• Jesus sends the Spirit, a sermon is preached, people are saved and the FIRST thing that 

happens is they are BAPTIZED and formed into a local church!
• Principle of Scripture—1st things are IMPORTANT THINGS!
• Belonging to a church is CRITICAL to our health and growth.



• What is the first thing that Peter tells the people to do—REPENT and BE BAPTIZED—
essentially…”trust Jesus and join a church!”

• The church is not a place where GOOD people come to feel better about themselves but 
WHERE formally DEAD people come to celebrate LIFE in JESUS!
• 2:41—Three Thousand people were SAVED that day and the next thing we hear is them 

locked into the life of a church.
• These are people who get that the gospel has saved them and formed them!
• We have to ask ourselves: how fresh is the gospel to us? 

• GOSPEL. COMMUNITY. MISSION.
• Gospel (2:22-24)—these people believed and treasured the gospel good news.
• Community (2:42-47)—the gospel united these believers in real, authentic, gospel-

centered relationship with one another.
• Mission (2:1-13; 2:47)—the overflow of the gospel and community in the lives of these 

believers was a whole-scale embrace of mission in every part of their lives. They began to 
bear witness to the good news of Jesus and God was faithful to SAVE

• Conclusion:
• What we see here is the church being born. God promises and sends his Spirit who then 

empowers his people to be bold witnesses of the gospel and as a result, the gospel goes 
forth and brings salvation leading to the planting of the first church!

• What we see in these chapters:
• A clear dependance on the Spirit
• A clear trust in and reliance on the gospel.
• A clear centrality of the church in the life of the people of God.

• Out of these 3 things we are going to see through the book of Acts how God moves this 
gospel from conception in Jerusalem all the way to the ends of the earth.


